
 

 
 
 
 
 

A Service of Thanksgiving & Celebration for the life of 
 

Joyce Merle Paterson 
 

April 18, 1933 – May 7, 2020 
 

Saturday November 7, 2020 •  1:30 p.m. 
 



 2 

The service we use today expresses our close relationship with God and with one 
another.  Family and Priest, in consultation with each other, have selected what is 
apt for this memorial celebration of Joyce’s life. God’s loving care extends over all 
creation. Every life, including our own, is precious to God.  Christians have always 
believed that there is hope in death as in life, and that there is renewed life, in Christ, 
after death, and yet, even those who share this faith find that there is a real feeling 
of loss at the death of a loved one. 
 

The living need our support and consolation. The whole congregation has an 
important part in giving this help; one way in which we can do this is by joining in 
the congregational responses printed in bold type. 
 
Dear Guest/Visitor: We are pleased to have been able to provide this memorial service 
time for you to honor and remember your loved one. And if you are a member of a 
worshiping community, we wish you the Lord’s grace as you leave here today. But if 
you do not have a faith community, and might be seeking one, we invite you to return 
here any Sunday so that we may continue to care for and respond to you. You may 
also wish to visit us on the web at trinityguildwood.org and to take one of our welcome 
brochures to learn more about opportunities for personal spiritual growth and service 
to others. And may God’s blessings continue to be with you. 

 
As you are invited to stand, sit or kneel,  

please feel free to do as best fits your health,  
comfort and circumstances.  Please silence your cell phones. 
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Service of Thanksgiving and Celebration of Life 
 

The Gathering of the Community 
Welcome 
Gathering Hymn – Lord of All Hopefulness         

Text: Jan Struther (1901-1953). Copyright Oxford University Press. 
Used with permission under OneLicense.net #A-716522 

Presider The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Prayer   
Priest         God of all consolation, 

in your unending love and mercy 
you turn the darkness of death 
into the dawn of new life.  
 

Show compassion to your people in their sorrow.  
Be our refuge and our strength 
to lift us from the darkness of grief 
to the peace and light of your presence.  
 

Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
by dying for us, conquered death 
and by rising again, restored life. 
 

May we then go forward eagerly to meet him, 
and after our life on earth  
be reunited with our brothers and sisters 
where every tear will be wiped away. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, the Lord.  Amen.  
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The Proclamation of the Word    please be seated 
A Reading from the Book of Revelation (21:1-7) 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "See, the home of God is among 
mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be 
with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning 
and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away." And the 
one who was seated on the throne said, "See, I am making all things new." Also he 
said, "Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true." Then he said to me, "It is 
done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will 
give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life." Those who conquer will inherit 
these things, and I will be their God and they will be my children.  
Reader:   Listen for the leading of the Spirit.  
All:     Thanks be to God.  
 

Hymn - The Lord’s My Shepherd      Text: Ps. 23; para. Scottish Salter, 1650. 
Public Domain. 

 

The Holy Gospel                                                                                           Matthew 11:28-30 

Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you 
rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light." 
Reader:   Listen for the leading of the Spirit.  
All:     Thanks be to God.  
 

Homily                       The Rev. Stephen Kirkegaard 
Silence for reflection 
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Our Response to the Word 
The Prayers of the People  

Please feel free to sit or kneel however you are most comfortable to pray 
  

Leader Let us pray that God will grant 
 comfort and strength to all who mourn. 
 

 God of grace and glory, we thank you for Joyce, 
 who was so near and dear to us, 
 and who has now been taken from us. 
 We thank you for the love she offered and received 
 while she was with us on earth. 
 

People We thank you for the friendship she gave 
 and the blessing she brought into our lives. 

Leader We pray that nothing good in Joyce’s life will be lost, 
 but will be of benefit to the world;  
 and that all that was important to her 
 will be respected by those who follow. 
 

People May everything in which she was great 
 continue to mean much to us. 

 

Leader We pray that we who were close to Joyce may be 
 even closer to each other now that she has died. 

 We pray that she may go on living in her family,  
 church family, and friends.  

  

People May she live in our hearts and minds, 
 in our courage and our consciences. 
 

Leader We pray for ourselves, 
 who are severely tested by Joyce’s death, 
 that we do not try to minimize this loss, 
 or seek refuge from it in words alone, 
 and also that we do not brood over it 
 so that it overwhelms us and isolates us from others. 
 

People  May God grant us courage and confidence 
 in the new life of Christ. 
 We ask this in the name of the risen Lord. Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer  
All:      Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

The Commendation                       
Song: Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone)  

Newton, Ross, Excell, Tomlin & Giglio 
Used with permission under CCLI #1125662. All rights reserved. 

 
Priest    Into your hands, O merciful Saviour, 

we commend your servant Joyce. 
Acknowledge, we pray, a sheep of your own fold,  
a lamb of your own flock, 
a sinner of your own redeeming. 
Receive her into the arms of your mercy, 
into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, 
and into the glorious company of the saints in light.  Amen. 

 

The Committal                       
In sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we commend to almighty God our sister Joyce, 
and have committed her body to be consumed by fire; 
earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust. 
The Lord bless her and keep her. 
The Lord make his face shine upon her 
and be gracious to her. 
The Lord look upon Joyce with favour, 
and grant her peace.  Amen.     
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Priest:        Rest eternal grant to her, O Lord. 
All:             And let light perpetual shine upon her. 
 
The Sending Forth of the Community 
Blessing and Dismissal 
Sending Hymn - Be Thou My Vision                                  
Text: Irish Hymn (8th Century); tr. Mary Elizabeth Byrne (1880-1931); vers. Eleanor 

H. Hull (1860-1935), alt. Vers. Copyright courtesy of the estate of Eleanor H. Hull 
and Catto and Windus Ltd.  

Used with permission under OneLicense.net #A-716522 
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Presider                        The Rev. Stephen Kirkegaard 

Assisting                                                                Flo Schwerdtner 

Music Director                          Myron de Souza 

 

Church of the Holy Trinity, Guildwood 

85 Livingston Road,  

Scarborough, Ontario  

M1E 1K7   

416 261 9503 

                     officetrinityguildwood@rogers.com   

www.trinityguildwood.org 

 

 
 

 

20/20 Vision 
 

We, at Holy Trinity, Guildwood  
 are a Caring, Open-Hearted Community 
who Dream, Pray and Work with Jesus 

 for a Loving, Equitable and Peaceful World. 


